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Presentation overview

 Ethical issues within participatory research

» Questions of ethics when working with
young women in Uganda

 Ethical issues of working in a cross-
cultural context




Participatory ethics: What are the

ethical implications of participatory

research compared to other kinds
of research?

 Participatory research arguably leading to
‘more ethical’ research.... But also issues
within participatory research that perhaps
jeopardise ‘ethical standards’...

Is it more ethical to be participant-
centred?

» Participants have more control over the research
process

« Participants as partners rather than subjects

» Methods adapted to participant preference
therefore more choice

 More interactive and less extractive...

e ... arguably suitable for those with little power;
the voiceless? 4




Participatory research as more
ethical for sensitive topics?

» Creating/allowing space for sensitive topics to be

broached from participants’ viewpoints... their life-worlds
not ours...more ‘authentic’ voices?

Idea of ‘detached observer’ long criticised... rejection of
ideal of objectivity; importance of reflexivity and
positionality

Scheper-Hughes (1992: 28) reminds us that,

“We cannot rid ourselves of the cultural self we bring
with us to the field any more than we can disown the
eyes, ears, and skin through which we take in our
interactive perceptions about the new and strange world
we have entered”

From ‘Death without weeping: The violence of everyday life in Brazil'.
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Continued...

* Yet emotions of research encounters less acknowledged

— Ansell, N. & Van Blerk, L. (2005) Joining the Conspiracy?
Negotiating Ethics and Emotions in Researching (around) AIDS
in Southern Africa. Ethics, Place and Environment, 8(1): 61-82.

» Research is shaped by emotions — on both sides of the

research encounter

Unforeseen situations emerging around sensitive
topics.... Should a researcher then, “stop being a
researcher and engage in action that is not directed to
the goal of producing knowledge”?

— Hammersley & Atkinson (1995) Ethnography: Principles in
Practice, p.286.




Continued...

« Proliferation of codes of research ethics; to justify ethical
soundness of research
— E.g. ESRC Research Ethics Framework:

http://www.esrc.ac.uk/ESRCInfoCentre/Images/ESRC
Re Ethics Frame tcm6-11291.pdf

+ Ethics procedures tend to be ‘universalised ethics’, and
especially around the principle of informed consent

* But not always possible/desirable with participatory
research that involves sensitive/emotional topics?
Situated not universal ethics as always ambiguities and
complexities?

9. Ethical considerations

Outline steps taken to
address ethical issues
(where relevant)

Consent Has sufficient time /
information been provided
to allow participants to
give informed consent to
the research? Are
informants in a position to|
be able to give consent
freely?

Access Will the proposed research
be intrusive to people?
What special precautions
will be taken to avoid
causing harm?

Ethical validity of If questioned, will you be
research able to justify the purpose|
of your research on ethical
grounds?
Privacy and What steps are you taking
confidentiality to ensure the
confidentiality of research|
respondents / participants?
Methodologies and issues Are you planning to work
of power with vulnerable groups?
Where does your research
sit in relation to larger
structures of power?
Dissemination Could your findings have
any negative impacts on
the people you have
studied? Could your
research be used in a
harmful way by others? 8

(Adapted from Valentine, Butler and Skelton, 2001).




Participatory ethics: What are
the ethical implications of
working with young women in
Uganda?

Formal Ethics Process

Visit to households and discuss with parents and
daughters

Signed informed consent — parents before the
activity

Daughters after the introduction stage

Thus, fulfilling formal institutional criteria?
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 Voicelessness / powerlessness — because of age and gender,
cultural expectations of young women

» Participatory research offers them choice/variety in means of
expression

+ Individualising young women / recognising different life
experiences (rather than lumping together as adolescent
experience)

+ Giving emotions a chance, but without insensitivity (see
below)- dealing with difficult matter...

+ But complex ethical issues when working with young people —
issues of access, informed consent, confidentiality, power, an
awareness of causing possible harm and being inadvertently
coercive

— Reeves, J. (2007) ‘Tell me your story: Applied ethics in narrative research with young fathers. Children’s
Geographies, 5(3): 253-265.
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Writing a story

A story about a girl child in Busoga region

One day as | was going to school | saw a girl in Busoga region. She met her

father on the way but instead of kneeling down to greet her father she just stand.

But her father told her this is the warning. Next time | will slap you. And also on
her way home she met her teacher who teaches social studies and also she did

the same thing. She greet her teacher while stand. Her teacher told her not to do

that again. That was the last | saw of her.
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Writing a story

| am writing a story about a girl child in our school. There was a girl who is now 18 years old and she is going in senior
four this year 2007. Our mother died when she was still young of 5 yrs and she was in primary one. She used to live
with her father and then her father got a wife when she was 7 yrs old and by then she was in primary three. Her step
mother start(ed) abusing her and refused her father to educate the girl and giving her things to use. The girl started to
live in a bad condition. After all, the girl went to her grandfather in a place known as Buyala. Her grandfather started
educating her and the girl went to primary four.

The girl was very good when it is time for studies but when time went on, the girl did her PLE in 2003 and she got 17
Aggregates. By that time her grandfather was not having the money to educate her in secondary and the girl (went) to
her father to ask for some money to educate her in secondary and the girl (went) to her father to ask for some money
for fees. When she reached there, her father (was) very happy for (his) daughter and gave her the money for fees and
bought some clothes for her. When the girl went back to the grandfather, the mother was very annoyed while cooling
with the father. The girl did not mind about that. She started schooling in school called St Stephen SS and she was
promoted to senior two in 2005. She went back to her father again for fees. When she reached there, she gave her
father the report and the father thanked (his) daughter for having studied well. And the mother started cooling with the
girl there and then immediately. After that mother even started abusing the father and at the same time got hot water
and poured to the girl while in the house and she rocked (?) the house and went to school to teach the pupils when the
father was not knowing what has happened to (his) daughter. However, the father in great live with (his) daughter with
time he also started abusing the girl and he refused to give fees and even the transport to go back to her grandfather.
The mother told the girl to start working as a school girl — when she was ever abusing her, talking about her mother
who died long time ago.

One day, the girl woke up in the morning, dressed (in) her clothes and start(ed) moving from Kampala to Buyala
(where) her grandfather was. When she reached Jinja she already spent two days on the way and she found a man
who helped her and (gave) her 3000/- for transport and lunch. The girl was very happy and by then she remembered
her father — how he was loving her (a) long time ago and she used 1000/- for transport and 500/- for lunch. When she
reached to her grandfather — for she was very tired and she became sick for a week.

When she told her (grand)father what where she went, the (woman — does she mean grandmother?) just started crying
and went to school to talk to the headmaster and the headmaster told the girl to start working on the school compound
while schooling.

Later she was promoted to senior three and she started MP — periods. Yet she was looking things to use and she
stated loving boys because she wanted to look like some girls in the society. With time she got pregnant with a man 13
who has a wife yet she was going in senior four this year. So my dear girls — if you have a boy lover please use
condom in order to plan for your future.

Drawings of a girl’s life
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Planning a drama
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Participatory ethics: What are
the implications of working in
different cultures?
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Different positions of power and privilege...

— Shope (2006: 173) fieldnotes:

“The struggles. | am stretched out on the veranda in Knysa, hot
and tired after a day interviewing husbands and wives in
Haarlem, a small coloured community, 2 hours away. The
conversation hangs in the air. What am | doing? | am not doing
anything that hasn’t been done before. | feel my frustration,
agitation...my privilege. How can you think that? Why am |
here? Is this project about contributing to new knowledge?
Knowledge for whom — the women? For me, so that | can mince
their words into grist for the academic mill? | back off, unsettled
and disrupted by the conversation. On some level | realise that
I've been kicked out of my epistemological home.”

Shope, J.H. (2006) “You can't cross a river without getting wet”. A feminist standpoint on the
dilemmas of cross-cultural research. Qualitative Inquiry 12 (1), 163-184.
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Ethics means different things
Written forms may be less important

» Verbal communication more important —
including feedback

» Respect for community structures, and authority
structures (parents)

* How to handle the issue of ‘research’ having a
different meaning
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The meeting with parents
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Pitfalls / Difficulties

» Researcher still powerful; can young women'’s
participation ever be genuine or will it always be
simply ‘symbolic tokenism’? (Hart, 1997)

» Hard for nature of research to be understood in
some settings

* In any group some will dominate — ie older girls,
more educated
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