Real Life Methods (a node of the National Centre for Research Methods)

Creative Interviewing
Day workshop: Thursday 21 September 2006, 10-4.30pm (University of Manchester)


 Online tutorial: Thursday 2 November 2006, 11-1pm


‘Ask the tutor’ online session: date tba

Course Leader

Jennifer Mason (University of Manchester)

About the course
This course will provide a practical and hands-on introduction to qualitative interview methods.  It is called ‘creative interviewing’ to emphasise the situational creativity that is inherent in these methods, in contrast to, for example, structured survey interviews where questions are asked from a pre-given script.  Participants will explore how creative interviews can be planned and conducted, and how researchers need to prepare themselves (ie work very hard!).  They will examine the potential, value and limitations of creative interview methods, and the kinds of knowledge and data that can be generated through them.  They will give critical consideration to the use of visual, participatory and observational techniques (such as photo elicitation, mapping and drawing, walking and talking) in creative interviewing.  The course focuses on planning and conducting interviews rather than on data analysis, but participants will have a chance briefly to consider the analytical issues raised by creative interview data.  Issues in analysis can be explored further in dialogue with the tutor and other participants in the online follow-up sessions.

During the workshop, participants will conduct a short interview on a topic of their choice with a fellow participant, and also be interviewed themselves.  Interviews will be recorded and transcribed, and following the workshop each interviewer will be provided with:

· the recording of the interview they conducted (but not the one in which they were interviewed)
· the transcript

· feedback from the course leader, Jennifer Mason.  

Note: If interviewers wish to use photography in their interview they may do so (subject to the agreement of the interviewee), but they will need to provide their own equipment and to take responsibility for any images produced.  Interviewers who may wish to use photo elicitation will need either to bring photographs for this purpose, or to let us know if they want their interviewee to bring some.

Course outline

1. Preparatory Work

Materials will be provided and participants will be asked to do a small amount of preparatory work for the interview that they will conduct as part of the Day Workshop.

2. Day workshop, 21 September 2006 (University of Manchester)
10.00 


Tea/coffee

10.30-11.15 

Introduction to qualitative/creative interviewing

11.15-12.30 

Planning and preparing 

12.30-1.30 

Lunch

1.30-3.15 

Interviewing – practical session

3.15-3.30 

Tea/coffee

3.30-4.30 

Creative interviewing – conclusion and analytical possibilities

3. Feedback

Once interviews are transcribed, the recordings and the transcripts will be returned to interviewers together with feedback from Jennifer Mason.
4. Online tutorial, 2 November 2006, 11-1am
Further reflections on creative interviewing

5. ‘Ask the tutor’ online session – date tba
Who is the course for?
This is an introductory or intermediate course. There are no prerequisites, although some familiarity with the basics of qualitative research methodology would be helpful.  Some preparatory work is required in advance of the workshop and preparatory materials will be provided.

How to Apply
There is no charge for attending this course. Participants must meet their own travel and subsistence costs.

Places are limited to 20 because of the intensive and hands-on nature of the course.
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To apply for a place, fill in an application form and return it to us by 7 July 2006. Forms are available from www.reallifemethods.ac.uk/training/workshops/interviewing/. You will be notified whether or not your application has been successful by 21 July 2006. 
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This workshop is part of a series of training workshops organised by the Real Life Methods node of the ESRC National Centre for Research Methods. For details of other workshops see www.reallifemethods.ac.uk/training/workshops.
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