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“Tissue, textile and fabric provide excellent models
of knowledge, excellent quasi-abstract objects,
primal varieties: the world is a mass of laundry.”

Michel Serres, The Five Senses (1998)




“He said that for the first time he could visualise a certain
type of hyperbolic curve. He had been writing about them
all his career, but it was all in his imagination. The
difference with the crochet is that you can touch it. You can

experience it.”
The Times, 1 July 2008
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“I can recall the sense of
frustration at being unable to
pull my left arm away fully from
the metal bar of my pushchair.
The wool of my sleeve had got
caught on something
underneath...l can remember
both my hands were enclosed in
knitted mittens tucked into
knitted sleeves and that | didn’t
have the manual dexterity to
free myself.”

BBC Radio 4 Memory Experience
2006




“It is my second day at
school, | am three years old,
| am wearing a red woolen
cardigan and | am sobbing
uncontrollably, | remember
[...] my cardigan being very
wet and glistening with my
tears. All the sounds around
me are muffled - | feel very
miserable and scared.”

BBC Radio 4 Memory Experience
2006




“Events must link
together like the yarn
of a sweater.”

Louise Bourgeois




“Human beings are inherently storytellers
and it is through the activity of narration

that we create meaning in our lives.”
Molly Andrews, 2000




Unspeakable Memories




"Pick any strand and snip, and
history becomes unravelled.
This is how Tony begins one

of her more convoluted
lectures, the one on the
dynamics of spontaneous
massacres. The metaphor is
of weaving or else of knitting,
and of sewing scissors. She
likes using it: she likes the
faint shock on the faces of her
listeners. It's the mix of
domestic image and mass
bloodshed that does it to
them...”

Margaret Atwood, The Robber
Bride, 1993
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“...the cut and the fall of a skirt and good leather shoes
can take you across the river and to the other side: the
fairy tales tell you that goose-girls can marry kings.”

Carolyn Steedman, Landscape for a Good Woman, 1987
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“Sensation is body-substance, the indeterminate matter from

which the body and its objects and organs unfold: felt futurity.

Resonating, animated body-substance: corporeal unfolding
infolded.”

Brian Massumi, Parables for the Virtual, 2002
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“How big, how enveloping, is an old sheet when we
unfold it!”

Gaston Bachelard, The Poetics of Space

"During these two years in the cellar, his wife very
slowly knitted a skirt, which she unravelled as soon as it
was finished, only to start again."

Wolfgang Herzberg, Ueberleben heisst Erinnern, 1990
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knittivism : n 1 a doctrine emphasising vigorous or militant
knitting activity, e.g. the use of knitting in mass
demonstrations, urban interventions, in controversial, unusual
or challenging ways, esp political, causes. 2 the systematic
use of knitting for political ends. knittivist n and ad]

http://iwww.glittyknittykitty.co.uk/

“I'm a sucker for cables. | love
the way they wrap among
themselves, twisting and roping
through the weave of yarn. |
suppose there is a narrative of
sorts in this - two sections of
stitches that cannot stop playing
with each other, that must rough
and tumble, twist and gyrate
under the needles, caught in the
act of love or war as the rows
progress.”

Jennifer Vasil , New Orleans, USA, web
designer and long time knitter/crocheter
http://www.webwarpweft.com/
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Hybrids

Control Issues
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The Textile Files
http://thetextilefiles.blogspot.com/
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