‘ Is that Escape you're
wearing, Miss?’: A
synaesthetic approach
to research into
everyday prison life

Anita Wilson
Lancaster University
anita.wilson@lancaster.ac.uk




3 Issues

* Prison exists — people live and work
there

» Prison — for some people — offers an
asylum away from a life of personal
danger and risk — a place to ‘get
fed, get clean and get warm’

* Prison — for most people — is harsh
— it's something that you have to
‘get through’

This is the dungeon in which | reside
These are the bars which keep me confined
This is the slab upon which | sleep
This same cold stone where the cockroaches creep

This is the ceiling, this is the floor
This is the spy-hole, my steel studded door
These are the walls all spattered with spite
This is my world, this is my fight

This is the wind that roars so loud
As scavenger gulls screech all around
This is the salt | smell from the sea

This is my vault and yes! This is me

This is forever, this is for real
The pain of my vision, the sorrow | feel
This is my tomb where tumbleweed blow
Dark side of the moon where you must not go

This is my anger, this is my pain
This is my hunger for freedom again
These are my bones, my skull, my teeth
This my heart, | beg you — take heed




My ‘real life method’ and
approach

Sustained not ‘amphetamine
ethnography’

Alongside rather than ‘on’
Trans-disciplinary
Maverick

Restless/Questioning

Synaesthesia ?

“union of the senses” whereby two or more of the
five senses that are normally experienced
separately are involuntarily and automatically
joined together (UK Synaesthesia Assoc.)

‘synaesthesia in art’ musical paintings (Kandinsky)
visual music (Malinowski and Turetsky's Music Animat
Machine that translates and shows music pieces in
colored measures ) = smelly letters or scratchy sheet
in prison?

Journal of Sensory Studies ‘Read the international
journal that publishes human reactions to basic tast
on foods, beverages, wine, liquor/beer, the
environment, medications, and other human exposures
every day life.  This is the journal you'll read for

the latest information on experimental design metho
and statistical analysis of data on human reactions

Sensory configurations?










In what ways can engagement with
the sensory ‘vital signs’ enhance
our understanding of the research

environment?

At the individual level

At the institutional level

At the meta level

At the theoretical level




Are the

flive senses
sufficient?




