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Even at such an early age, |
obviously knew all about the proper
conventions of the family album:
photos of myself, my parents, and a
few of other relatives and of friends
are all set out in chronological order
— starting with a picture of me at six
months old in the classic tummy-on-

the-rug pose.
(Kuhn, 1991: 23)




Pilot Research

Name Born class schooling Left
school
Irene 1946 Middle class Grammar 19 (1965)
University 22 (1966)
Carol 1940 Upper middle Grammar/ 17 (1957)
class Convent 20 (1960)
University
Jane 1946 Lower middle | Comprehensive 18 (1964)
class Teacher Training 21 (1967)
College
Elizabeth 1938 Middle class Private school/grammay 17 (1955)
Teacher Training 20 (1956-8)
College
Helen 1941 Middle class Secondary Modern 15 (1955)
School 17 (1957
Art School
Perspectives

* ‘past youth-subject perspective’
the subject’s experience and views when
young

* ‘present adult-subject perspective’

how the subject in adulthood now
represents their past youth experience




people do not simply remember what
happened to them, but make sense of the
subject matter they recall by interpreting
it. Understanding is integral to memory
and, like any other knowledge, it is
constructed from the language and
concepts available to the person
remembering. The challenge for the
historian is to understand the cultural
ingredients that go into accounts of a

remembered and interpreted past.
(Summerfield, 2004: 67)

images evoke deeper elements of human
consciousness than do words;
exchanges based on words utilize less of
the brain’s capacity than do exchanges in
which the brain is processing images as
well as words. These may be some of the
reasons the photo elicitation interview
seems like not simply an interview
process that elicits more information, but
rather one that evokes a different kind of

information.
(Harper, 2002:13)










